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$2,492,000 IN BONDS

TO BE V OTED FOR TOMORROW

PR RE R TR LA L AL AL TR T HE A T M T AT R R FE F L - A A TR R R R T R R L L LR R R LR R R R S AT L R R R F L MR M LR TR T R R E R R TR R F R A R TR R R A A A A R S R Ay FEFFE A E R R R PR R R R F R R R R R R AR R R R R IR R AR F R R E S B F R R RN S L R R P R F R TR I T R R R SR S TR TR R S Y

:

Unfortunately the campaign in
behati of the municipal improve-
ment honds has been waged mcre
ir behall of the proposed Ceniral
Fark than for all the other project .
cmbodied in the bond ordinance
Lverything else has been subords-
naied to that oue proposition and
the merits of the other features o
the

obscured by the persistency witl

public improvement  scheme
which 1t has been sought to make
approval of the park scheme the
sale test of loyalty to progress.

- To this mistake has been addec
anuther still more distracting anc
miscinevons, A injudicious effor
has been made to silence objcc
tioms to the Central Park schemic

by vpersonal  attarks. Dletractior

and politics have been dragge:
into the controversy, provoking il
fee'ing, arousing dermant resent
ments and stirring up antagonisn
to features of the improvement
scheme that have not even beer
criticised.

By making Central Park the
head and front of the hond cam-
paign, and *
issues and faclional politics
the controversy respecting it
value wnd availahility, the whe'c

improventent  scheme  hae

hnmperting  personal

inte

pubhe

ME FACTS FOR VOTERS IN
VOTING: FOR B

Central Park Proposition Carefully Reviewed--Vote
For the Good and Reject the Bad Features
of the Bond Ordinance.

most egreitable phase of the siju-
ation, but it was made mevitable
by th artempt to browbeat ob-
jectoi~ to the Central Park pur
chase

From the first THE TRIBUNTE
has endeavored to gne all side a
fair h armg and to chmunate poli-
tics a1 o personal bitterness. Tt hias
refraived  from  attacking men's
motiv = and has deelined to pub-
lish communications assailing men
personally for the views they have
expre-sed, Tt helieved that senti-
ment n hehall of tire honds could
not by created by such tactics, and
the di turbod and resentful state of
the pblic mind on the eve of cle.

I The

ssuppo L has been given tfo all the)
projects embodied in the hond or- value,

tion his confirmed that conviction
public is neither to be de-
celved nor bullied.

T11E TRIBUNE'S unquahfied

Central
In regard to that we have:

dinance the
schem »
permitted a free debare in these
desiting that the truth

known., A vanety of

save

coluni 14,

shoule be
opinians has been set forth, and
there i~ ahundant reason Lo believe
the opHosing views have heen care-
mlly s rwtinized and analyzed. As
THE TRIBUNI has been the
only paper to give all sides a full
hearinz, it columns have
with diligence

heen

studied! unusual

been plaved i jeopardy This is g

Whate¢ver the result this paper will

PROJECTS  OI
PEOPLE WILL VOTE

Central Park L

City Hall and Additional

Land for Same

Park and Playgrounds

Boulevards - -

Sewers - - - . -

City Wharves -

Bredging Lake Merritt

Concrete Dulverts

Public Library
| Total

Bitimunous Grosswalks - -
Polytechnic High School

WHICH

$ 450,000

630,000
910,850
- 301,670

- - - 15,000
48,400
- 49640
121,000
143,000
15,000

Marl: |

raiseo, & disinterested authomty of

121,440!

$2,492,000

NDS

Lave nothing to regret.

Un na account should the chil—i
dren’s  plavgrounds, the small:
parks, the Talytechme School and
tie bituminous crosswalks pmJectsE
be pernutted 1o go down to defeat. |

As to Centzal Park, sucl) men as
Assessor Henry P Dalton, Henry
Rogers vice president of the Oak-
landl B3k of Savings, and John
Nicholl. state positively that the
properts it 1s proposed to sell the
300000 is worth only
hiom Si3000 to $30000. These
men  ate large property-ownets,
thoroughly conversant with land
valunes 1 this city and personally
tamiliar with the property in dis-
pute.  lheir statements are sup-
ported oy the assessoient roll and
successie appramsements in pro-
bate.

city Tor

But :<<le from the queshion of
tiic objections raiscd by Mr.
Johnn A elaren, superintendent of
Golden Gate Tark in San Fran-

the highest standing, appear to be
Mr. McLaren said the
Ligh pcints on cither side of the
propose 1 site should be included,
otherni.e the park would be shut
out from zll view, being confined in
a mnarrow  glen between steep
blieffs,

He said a railroad should not,
under any circumstances, be per-
mitted t> run thrqugh the,park, yet
vwe #re nformed by the awners of
the procerty that a right of way
through it has already heen sold
to a ratiroad corporation, which is
now surveving the line of consiruc-
f1on,

conclasive,

Alr, WleLaren also abjected to
the entrance as being too narrow
and not operning toward Lake Mer-
ritt.  Tinally, he declared the
plateau sortion of the Sather tract,
compris ng its larger and better
part. should be included in the
park sit2.  This touches the lLeart
of the canfroversy and will be de-
cisive in the minds of a large pro-
porticn of taxpavers.

The cffect of the bond issue on
the tax rate is germane in every
respect. The effort to stifle dis-
cussion >n this point was 2 mistake
which it is now too late to rectify,
Fhe taxpazers have an indefeasible
right to know '\x'ha& the proposed
improve nefits are going to cost
them. “Therefare, Assessor Dal-
ton’s presentation on this point was
perfectiy legitimate, however much
exception any one might take to
his conclusions, It is noteworthy
that his statements as 1o the effect
on the tix rate have not been suc-
cessfully  controverted., Indeed,
his critizs have devoted more at-
tention to attacking his position
and his motives than controverting
his statements.

The very best showing that has
been m:de by the bond advocates
figures »ut a tax rate of $3.13
for the frst year. Dalton places it
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MAP SHOWING THE TRACT OF 305 ACRES WHICH THE REALTY SYNDICATE HAS BONDED TO THE CITY FOR

300,000, AND WHICH ASSESSOR DALTON SAYS IS WORTH OXNLY 5435000, SHOWING THE POL\TIO‘\ OF THE
S5ATHER TRACT EXCLUDED.

¥
at $3.260—not such a great difer-
cnce after all,
If the Central Park propos tion

. ol
be omitted the zggregate of the

bonl issue will be reduced nearly
half o million. To be cxact.
amount will he reduced from $z,-
402,000 to 52.042,000. This would
cut $29,250 of thf: irst year':
Tevy.

Here is what Mr, Mclaren aye
about the Central Park site:

the

tas
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““Are not those hizh ridges in-
cluded in your park site? Jou
must get them.  1f you do not ou-
trol the ridges prople will builk on
them and shut out oY of vour b au-
viul views,

“I. moreover, advis
permit the Oakland

park, as appears to be their in.en-
tion. You will alwavs regret t.

“I also advise you to secure the
entire portion of the Sather t-act
which has been left out of the
present site. You need it al in
your park.

“Another question which sl d
interest you is your water suoply
for Irrigation purposes. I, as vou
tell me, vou can get it out of the
creek, and can sink wells, well and
good, but you will need a great leal
of water, .

- “So far as the money to be ex-
pended in improving the prop rty
is concerned, you can prob. bly
make a fine showing with the ap-
propriation of $150,000, The p ace

has many natural beauties, and the |

soil, to me, seems good.
“TOHN M'LAREN.”

VIEWS OF HENIY
ROCERS.

i
Here is what Henry Rogirs J

dthe people of the aity

L You nct te
ransit Cam-|
pany, whose surveyors I see heve at .
wark, to run their line through the |

vice president of the Oakland Bank

of Savings, says about the value

of the site:

STATEMENT  OF HENRY
ROGERS.

“This is an outrageous attemnpt
to foist a lot of worthless lund on
In the first
place, a lot of deception is being
Ppracticed, mr it 13 not the original
Sather tract’ that the peopie arc
heing asked to vote on.

“Now, I am well acquainted with
the land in question and there is a
large portion of the sire that is
being offered to the people of the
city for $1000 an acre that 1 would
not give $150 for. Out of the 300
acres that are heing offered there
are but ten acres that are worth
anything As a matter of fact, the
land is rugged, and especiafly is
this trae of ti:e upper portion lying
along Indian Guleh.

fact, if it werc offered to any other
buyer than the city for $5o,000, I
believe there would be many a
weary day of waiting for a pur-
chaser. In the course of my duties
as Assessor 1 valued the S ther
tract as a whole this year at $338
per acre, averaging it all over,
Nearly every valuable acre of 1t is
outside of this proposed park In
puttinng this valuation on it ] en~
deavored to rate it at its cash vilue,
as I did all other properties.”

SATEMENT ~ OF
I0AN NICHOLL

John Nicholl, proprietor of the
Nicholl block at the come-

of

Park and then have a

m_
\

Do you wani {o pay $360,000 for

it with a Trestle £0 feef high?
The City will have absolulely no cen-
trol of that portion of the Park.

__m_

Railroad run through

“In all justice to the people of
the city the line separating the pro-
posed park site from the Sather
tract should have at least been
drawn straight. As it is, anybody
can see that the lines of the section
are zigzapged like the teeth of a
saw, If the entire Sather tract had
been included in the park proposi-
jtion the scheme would not have
ibeen so bad.”

WHAT ASSESSOR
DALTON SAYS

“I believe the entire tract, which
it is proposed to buy for $300,000—
or $rooo per acre—would be well
_sold at from $40,000 to $50,000; in

Ninth and Washington streets the
owner of an immense amount of
realty in this county and a resi-
dent of this section since 1833,
speaking in opposition to the Cen-
tral Park bond proposition, saiil:
“I have been at ail times for
bonds up to last Wednesday, v hen
I made a personal inspection of
whas is known as Central Parl .
“After looking the ground ver
[ am convinced that the property
is not worth one-half what is bring
asked for it. If the Sather trait as
a whole was included in the park
lines 1 believe the whole property
would be worth $500 per acre and
T would be willing to advocate and
vote for the proposition, prov ded
it included all of the Sather tiact.
“I don’t consider the property
included in the parlk lines, is a

whole, worth $200 per acre.

“I have been led to believe that
there was running water in the
I did not find any. There
is not water enough in the creek
to give a goat a drink,

“The park lines as drawn put

creek

cme very much in mind of taking

several chunkhs out of a dollar and
then attempting to sell the dollar
for two dollars.

“I have been a resident of Ala-
meda county since 1853 ana I am
familiar with real estate values, T
kave been in favor of improve-
men:s, bonds and advancement,
and was in favor of the Central
Park proposition until mv atten-
tion was recently called to it.”

Here is Assessor Dalton’s analy-
sis of the bonding praposition so
far as it financially affect- the tax-
payers:

EFFECT- ON THE
T RATE

Ta the People of Qakiand: To-
morrow the people of the city of
Calkland are to »ote on a propoesi-
tion to bond the city for ‘5§2.490,—
0oa.

This 1s a very large sum Sa
large, that it will, if carried, in-
crease the amount of money to he
raised annually by the amount
necessary lo pay the ¥ per cent in-
terest, which is $gg,600, and one-
wortieth of the principal of the
bonds, which is $62,250.

This makes a total of $161,&350 to
bé added to the tax levy the first

ear, '

After the first year the interest
wilt decrease annually by the com-
paratively trifling sum of $z4g0;
but the $6z,250 to be raised for
payment on the principal of the
bonds is a constant quantity to be
levied every vear for the entire
forty years.

And the large sum of $gg.600 for
interest is to Dbe lessened every
vear only by the trifling sum of
$2490.

The assessed value of the prop-
erty of the city of Oakland is ebout

(Continued oo Page 2.}




